
ADMISSION INTO CHURCH SIXTH FORMS 2020 
RULES & REGULATIONS VOL. I 

OVERVIEW AND UNDERYLING PRINCIPLE 

Notwithstanding the challenges brought about by Covid-19 it was decided that, as has always 
been the case for admission into Church Sixth Forms, the basic criterion of academic 
meritocracy should be respected once again this year. We understand that in adhering with the 
declared meritocratic criterion, no system is fairer than one based on standardised examination 
results. However, after lengthy discussions with a team of experts, we have come up with an 
entry system which is the fairest of any system that could have been adopted in these 
unprecedented circumstances.  

THE SYSTEM EXPLAINED: 

1. Measures enacted to curb the spread of COVID-19 did not allow applicants to sit for
SEC or IGCSE exams in April/May 2020.  In view of these extraordinary circumstances,
for this specific admission process, Church Sixth Forms will solely be considering
applicants’ verified1 school mock examination results submitted to MATSEC by the
respective Secondary School (from State, Church and Independent Sectors). These
results follow directions issued by MATSEC to schools, and are being used for the
issuance of the SEC Certificate by MATSEC that will determine whether the applicant
obtained an MQF Level 3, MQF Level 2 or did not achieve one of the two levels. (The
only exceptions to this clause are specified in clause 3 and 4)

2. The application process (described in a separate section in these regulations) is
constituted of two phases being referred to as Phase 1 of the Application and Phase 2
of the Application process.  Phase 1 of the Application will lead to the generation of
what is being referred to as the Assessment Statement for Entry into Church Sixth
Forms (in short Assessment Statement) issued by the Secretariat for Catholic
Education and the two Sixth Forms jointly about the respective applicant.  This
statement will contain (i) the list of subjects that the applicant sat for in their Mock
examinations at school and, (ii) assign ‘Bands’ to each of these subjects at paper 2A
or 2B level depending on the verified mock examination results that the schools sent

1 ‘Verified’ is here referring to the part of MATSEC’s exercise whereby it confirmed student marks submitted by schools through 
cross-checks with sample papers of the respective students.  Any incongruences where clarified with schools, hence the 
reference to ‘verified school mock examination results’. 



to MATSEC. Each subject at Paper 2A level will be assigned- Band A, or Band B, or 
Band C   or Band D1, whilst each subject at Paper 2B level will be assigned Band D2 
(further explained in clause 7). In the issuance of bands A,B,C,D1  in the Assessment 
Statement each applicant is being considered as part of the respective school’s  cohort 
of students (including the absentees) for the specific subject at Paper 2A level. 

3. In the case of specific schools2 where part or all of a mock examination in a subject/s
was not held, the bands referred to in clause 2, will be based on the mark assigned by
the school to the applicant for the respective subject in the Secondary School
Certificate and Profile (SSC&P ).

4. In the case of applicants who were absent for one or more mock examination/s held
at their school, no Band will be awarded for the subject/s concerned.

5. Applicants who did not complete their Secondary Education in Malta during scholastic
year 2019-2020, are not to apply for the Assessment Statement for Entry into Church
Sixth Forms in July.  They are to apply only for the Phase 2 of the Application process
in August as long as they have end of secondary school results issued by a recognised
exam board in the country where they studied. For Church Sixth Forms to recognise
such results, applicants need to provide a recognition statement issued by the Malta
Qualifications Recognition Information Centre (MQRIC– National Commission for
Further and Higher Education, Triq J Abela Scolaro, Ħamrun HMR 1304).

6. SEC results from the September 2020 session will not be considered at any stage of
the process. This also applies to any possible requests for change of subjects by
prospectively admitted applicants during the scholastic year.

7. Bands referred to in 2 correspond to the average of percentages for Grades obtained
at SEC level in 2017, 2018 and 2019 per subject per sector3 (based on MATSEC
statistical reports accessible from:
https://www.um.edu.mt/matsec/reportscommunication ).  This means that:

i. students attending State Schools will be assigned Bands reflecting
percentages based on MATSEC data for 2017, 2018 and 2019 for each subject
as achieved by the State Schools Sector4.

ii. students attending Church Schools will be assigned Bands reflecting
percentages based on MATSEC data for 2017, 2018 and 2019  for each
subject as achieved by the Church Schools Sector.

iii. students attending Independent Schools will be assigned Bands reflecting
percentages based on MATSEC data for 2017, 2018 and 2019 for each subject
as achieved by the Independent Schools Sector.

iv. students attending schools in Gozo will be assigned Bands reflecting
percentages based on MATSEC data for 2017, 2018 and 2019 for each subject
in the Gozo Sector.

2  Details of the specific schools and subjects are known to the Secretariat for Catholic Education, De La Salle College Sixth Form 
and St Aloysius College Sixth Form. 

3  Sectors as defined in the MATSEC Statistical Reports, namely State, Church, Independent and Gozo (including the three State 
and Church Secondary Schools in Gozo).  

4  All average percentages used for every subject in the respective Sector are reproduced in Annex I. 

https://www.um.edu.mt/matsec/reportscommunication


8. When the number of students studying a subject in a specific school was 10 or more: 
 
For applicants who sat for Paper 2A, for each subject: 
Band A will be assigned to that average percentage of students who would have 
obtained a grade 1 as explained in clause 7 
Band B will be assigned to that average percentage of students who would have 
obtained a grade 2 as explained in clause 7 
Band C will be assigned to that average percentage of students who would have 
obtained a grade 3 as explained in clause 7 
Band D1 will be assigned to students whose performance did not fit into each of 
bands A,B,C.  
 
For applicants who sat for Paper 2B, for each subject:  
Band D2 will be assigned.  

 
9. When the number of students studying a subject in a specific school was  less than 10: 

 
For applicants who sat for Paper 2A, for each subject: 
Band A will be assigned to students obtaining 83+ marks in their Mock exam or in 
their SSC&P where no mocks were held   
Band B will be assigned to students obtaining from 74 to 82 marks in their Mock 
exam or in their SSC&P where no mocks were held 
Band C will be assigned to students obtaining from 60 to 73 marks in their Mock 
exam or in their SSC&P where no mocks were held 
Band D1 will be assigned to students whose performance did not fit into each of 
bands A,B,C.  
 
For applicants who sat for Paper 2B, for each subject: 
Band D2 will be assigned.  

 
10. In the case of VET subjects, Bands will not be automatically awarded in the 

Assessment Statement for Entry into Church Sixth Forms but will be assigned by De 
La Salle College and St Aloysius College on the basis of  the mark obtained in the 
SSC&P in the subject/s concerned when applicants apply in August: 

 
Band A will be assigned to students obtaining 83+ marks in their SSC&P  
Band B will be assigned to students obtaining from 74 to 82 marks in their SSC&P  
Band C will be assigned to students obtaining from 60 to 73 marks in their SSC&P  
Band D1 will be assigned to students whose performance did not fit into each of 
bands A,B,C.  
For applicants who sat for Paper 2B, for each subject: 
Band D2 will be assigned.  

 
11.Further note: 
 

i. Should applicants be granted Bands A to D2 in any subject in their Assessment 
Statement for Entry into Church Sixth Forms but do not obtain MQF level 3 in 
the predicted level exercise undertaken by MATSEC, no points will be awarded 
by De La Salle College and St Aloysius College Sixth Forms, irrespective of the 
Band assigned in the Assessment Statement for Entry into Church Sixth Forms. 



ii. In the case of schools, where part or all of the mock exam in a subject/s was 
not held, in the subject/s concerned, and for which a SEC certificate is not 
being issued by MATSEC, De La Salle College and St Aloysius College Sixth 
Forms will still award points to the applicants on the basis of the Bands awarded 
in their Assessment Statement for Entry into Church Sixth Forms provided that 
applicants obtained an MQF level 3 in the subject/s  in the SSC&P. 

iii. In the case of the Gozo Sector where there are no statistical reports available 
for a subject/s the average percentage of the State and Church Schools Sector 
for the subject/s will be considered in the assigning of Bands since in Gozo 
there is only 1 State Secondary School and 2 Church Schools. 
 
 
 

The APPLICATON PROCESS 
The application process is in two phases. 
 
A. Phase 1: Applicants who are interested in applying at De La Salle College Sixth Form and/or 
at St Aloysius Sixth Form need to obtain the Assessment Statement for Entry into Church Sixth 
Forms in order to then apply in the 2nd phase in August. They are to apply for this statement  
between  00:00  of the 6th  July   and 23:59 of the  10th July at a fee of  €5, by clicking on 
the link  found at https://www.delasallemalta.org/sixthform/ or 
http://www.saintaloysius.edu.mt/ which will direct them to the Phase 1 Application Form.  Late 
applications for this statement may also be submitted between 00:00 of the 16th July and 23:59 
of the 17th at a fee of €10.  The Assessment Statement will be sent to Phase 1 applicants before 
the start of Phase 2.  Applicants only need to apply for the Assessment Statement for Entry 
into Church Sixth Forms once, even if they are applying to both schools. 
 
Further details related to the application process are contained in the separate but 
complementary Rules & Regulations – Volume II. 
 
B. Phase 2: Applicants are to fill in and submit online application forms at De la Salle College 
and/or St Aloysius College respectively via  https://www.delasallemalta.org/sixthform/ in the 
case of De La Salle Sixth Form and  http://www.saintaloysius.edu.mt/ in the case of St Aloysius 
Sixth Form. Information regarding dates of Phase 2 Application, applicable fees, specific entry 
requirements and other matters are to be found on the website of each college. 
 

 
  

https://www.delasallemalta.org/sixthform/
http://www.saintaloysius.edu.mt/
https://www.delasallemalta.org/sixthform/
http://www.saintaloysius.edu.mt/


ANNEX I  
Average Percentages from MATSEC Statistical Reports of 2017, 2018 and 2019 per Subject per Sector 

 
 

 STATE CHURCH INDEPENDENT GOZO 
 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3 

ACCOUNTING 7.1 12.7 23.1 7.2 15.6 28.3 8.3 16.6 27.5 7.2 14.2 25.7 
ART 1.4 11.7 19.6 3.0 13.5 22.0 4.6 18.3 24.9 2.2 15 20.8 

BIOLOGY 6.0 11.0 16.7 8.2 14.1 22.1 10.2 19.3 23.7 8.9 18.2 23.4 
BUSINESS STUDIES 4.2 8.9 11.9 3.3 3.3 10.3 0.0 9.7 22.2 5.6 15.9 37.4 

CHEMISTRY 8.4 15.4 18.6 13.8 21.4 21.8 12.2 29.5 27.1 7.2 28.2 25.5 
COMPUTER STUDIES 7.9 17.0 32.5 9.9 23.8 28.2 10.4 22.5 30.9 10.8 26.4 30.1 

D&T 9.3 14.0 14.4 6.6 14.1 21.1 N/A 6.8 13.6 17.4 
ECONOMICS N/A 6.9 10.6 22.6 11.4 19.0 27.9 2.1 12.6 22.4 

ENGLISH LANG 5.2 14.7 25.1 8.5 21.2 29.3 15.3 30.4 29.5 9.3 25.8 29.8 
ENGLISH LIT 4.7 8.4 21.3 6.8 10.9 26.9 12.3 21.4 29.8 2.6 7.3 18.1 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 3.5 7.1 18.2 3.9 12.6 20.0 6.8 12.1 27.1 3.7 14.7 11.9 
EUROPEAN STUDIES 10.8 15.7 28.9 25.3 23.8 24.6 20.7 25.5 21.0 0.0 41.7 30.6 

FRENCH 12.7 16.2 30.2 9.7 20.1 27.5 17.7 26.6 30.5 19.5 25.5 29.9 
GEOGRAPHY 7.1 13.7 25.3 9.9 14.6 28.5 22.5 21.7 27.1 3.3 16.7 34.3 

GERMAN 6.6 22.6 33.0 6.8 19.1 26.3 24.1 46.0 20.5 14.3 38.0 26.5 
GRAPHICAL COMMUNICATION 10.8 16.3 20.1 5.9 16.8 20.4 8.5 17.3 21.9 17.1 22.2 18.6 

HISTORY 3.2 14.5 21.3 4.1 14.3 19.3 16.0 18.6 24.7 0.0 15.9 5.6 
HOME ECONOMICS 4.7 24.0 29.0 7.7 29.0 32.6 11.9 29.7 29.1 5.8 27.7 40.1 

ITALIAN 10.7 18.5 30.9 7.2 17.6 32.5 19.8 21.5 33.7 17.8 26.8 32.4 
MALTESE 4.4 17.0 21.4 5.4 19.2 25.6 2.1 18.1 27.8 5.2 24.0 32.4 

MATHEMATICS 10.4 13.2 22.5 18.4 22.4 28.0 20.6 20.8 28.9 18.1 22.9 28.0 
PE 6.0 10.2 16.2 6.8 12.7 25.8 16.3 20.2 30.8 3.7 3.7 30.7 

PHYSICS 4.8 10.5 17.0 12.9 17.1 22.1 15.6 20.3 26.0 13.2 23.0 25.2 
RELIGION 2.7 9.6 24.0 4.2 16.2 30.2 4.0 13.3 40.4 7.3 17.9 33.1 

SOCIAL STUDIES 4.1 10.7 18.9 5.2 8.7 21.8 N/A 22.2 11.1 20.0 
SPANISH 5.3 8.3 20.1 7.4 13.4 18.4 24.2 25.7 15.0 3.9 23.8 35.1 
ETHICS 7.0 9.1 32.1 N/A 0.0 8.4 0.0 N/A 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADMISSION INTO CHURCH SIXTH FORMS 2020 

RULES & REGULATIONS VOL. II 

 

 

 

PHASES 1 & 2 

 

1. Phase 1 of the application process entitles the applicant to move on to Phase 2.  

 

2. Phase 1 is not an automatic application to De La Salle College and/or St Aloysius College 

Sixth Forms. 

 

3. Applicants interested in applying to De La Salle College and/or St Aloysius College Sixth 

Forms but who have not registered their application in Phase 1 of the process, will not 

be eligible to apply in Phase 2 (with the sole exception of students who did not finish 

their Secondary Education in Malta). 

 

4. In order to have a valid application to De La Salle College and/or St Aloysius College 

Sixth Forms the applicant must apply to either/both Sixth Forms in Phase 2, which 

starts on 19th August 2020, as applicable. 

 

5. Every phase of the application process is only effective upon submission of the relevant 

payment. 

 

6. Should applicants find problems in filling in and/or submitting the application form in 

phase 2 they are to contact the respective school/s. The schools reserve the right 

to guide the applicants accordingly. 

 

7. All decisions taken by the Secretariat for Catholic Education, De La Salle College and St 

Aloysius College at any stage of the application process, are final and cannot be 

appealed. 

 

 

 

VALIDITY OF APPLICATION 

 

8. The data submitted in this application form and at all stages of the process, must be 

accurate and verifiable. 

 

9. The application form must be properly compiled and submitted. 



 

10. Applicants who deliberately and/or maliciously submit data which is inaccurate at any 

stage of the process, will be automatically disqualified from entry into both De La Salle 

College and St Aloysius College Sixth Forms. 

 

11. The Secretariat for Catholic Education and/or De La Salle College and/or St Aloysius 

College reserve/s the right to verify any data submitted with MATSEC and/or the 

applicant’s respective school.  Failure of applicants to consent to such condition will lead 

to a forfeiture of the application. 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT STATEMENT 

 

12. The Assessment Statement for Entry into Church Sixth Forms (Assessment Statement 

in short) will be issued to the applicant prior to Phase 2 of the Application process.  Once 

generated, data contained in Assessment Statements will be accessible by authorised 

officials at the respective Church Sixth Form.  

 

13. The Assessment Statement is to be used for the sole purpose of applying for entry into 

De La Salle College and/or St Aloysius College Sixth Forms and has no further value.  

The Secretariat for Catholic Education, De La Salle College and St Aloysius Sixth Forms 

will accept no responsibility for unauthorised use of the Assessment Statement and 

reserve the right to take any action permissible by Law to protect their legitimate 

interests. 

 

14. The Bands issued according to the regulations of the application process are final.  

 

15. The Secretariat for Catholic Education and/or De La Salle College and/or St Aloysius 

College Sixth Forms will not entertain any requests to have the Bands verified and/or 

recalculated. 

 

 

 

Further details on the admission process are contained in the separate but 

complementary Rules & Regulations – Volume I. 


